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On run Mopus Dexnanvy? or Marcury: 
"Vide 1 Evie 10 o Cranr's New and Eary MzTHoD. 


" $avNDERs, who has tranſlated Pix Mek, fays, 
© from pathology we learn, that five poſtulate are re- 
quired, before the venereal virus can be perfectly deſtroyed 
by Mercury, iſt, That ſo much Mercury be taken wo the 
NN as is neceſlary for n and deftroyi 

venereal virus that exiſts in it. 2dly, That the Merry flow 
_ freely through all the ſmall veſſels of our 4 19 
bat it impregnate Tos Ag article of our fluids 

hat it remain united our fluids for ſome len 

time, . and frequently circulate with them. thy, 
at laſt the virus along with the Mercury be convenient * 
_ cuated by natural exctetions.“ The ſame Author obſerves, 
that, a ſalivation is very inconvenient, is dangerous, does not 
$ SA certain cure, is not eritical, nor can it be excited inevety 
n 


. nor is it neceſſary in 1 Its inconveniences ate : 
ob ay For its 3 evident, eld as ao attefts, violent 5 
'Fevers, Diarr ner g. often ſuper- : 
vene; nor is it nec n the cure, 28 0 people, who = 
_ have "been viol ſtempered, have been cured tho- : 
roughly without ſa . — Mercury, together with the 42 


venereal virus, may be more conyen — 
cuated by the ordinary excretions of ſweat, ſtool, 
Dr. Mead obſerves, that the faline chryfſtals of t 
"Mercury vellicate and twitch the ſenfible ea 
the. flomach to that degree, as excites them to og excreti 
of their contents and glandular juices upw or dowh- 
„Fe accardin 15 force of roar e deer leſs,” 
ullen, in his LeQtute on the Operation of 
Hays, from its finals in the ſtomach it proves — 
 , * carried into the infeſtines, it is gage from the Mute 
| qu ality.; into the blood diuretic and dizphoretec, and in Thott - 
ke other. eyacuants, 4 very general flimulus.” '<* In the in- 
teſtines the fimulus of the mercurial preparations is exerted 
with greater effect, but ſtill ir is confined'to the part, and 
rcury acting in "this manner is carried off without any _ 
| l on the ſyſtem.“ k 8 
en we purge we common yt nk we are operating _ 
on the 1 ſewer of the ſyſtem; bunt 1 25 8 
is to be found from Mercury employed in this * 
virtues depend chiefly on its operation on th 8 fs 


2 eral” inan ren hat Wr 
e ſame gentleman obſerves, tha P 


excited by any means, without ſpaſms of the inteſtines 
which, when the operation is continued, are apt to nd 
in durable ſpaſm and inflammation, I heſe are attended 
with very Angerpus 883 Neither does the 


e f purgi unction anſwer much better (although 
haps. ge eee becauſe it is attended with very 


t. pal 
weat pa Saunders fays, © He has knowii patients who have 
bad ven * Extite by mercury applied in the form 


The ſame Author adds, That a gentleman who had 
cecourſe to mercuria Unékion, being ſeized with a fever, 
ſent for bim and communicated to him his venereat com- 


His pulſe Was quick and hard, he Oe Falk 
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pain in his back, headach, thirſt,” and other ſuch ſymp- 
toms as I had frequently ſeen ariſe from a mercurial courſe 
conducted on the plan here preſcribed. N cal 
Dr. Fordyce in his Elements, Sc. obſerves, that“ whatever 
preparation we employ, we ſhould give it in ſuch a manner, 
and in ſuch a_doſe, as to produce hardneſs, fullneſs; and 
moderate frequency. of the pulſe, with as little ſenſible 
.,eyacuation as poſſible; for the mercury cures ſooner, and 
with greater certainty, when the ſtrength is but little, than 
When it is much reduced * e 
Hle obſerves, It is never Weſlary to ſalivate a patient, 
_, pnleſs he be ſo irritable, that the ſmalleſt doſe of Mercury 
immediately affects his mouth, or | unleſs the diſeaſe be 
= - . proceeding ſo faſt that it would be hazardous to wait till it 
Was checked by the remedy given in ſuch a manner as to 
: avoid falivation; or excepting when we cannot truſt to his 
(ge regularly. On the contrary, ſalivation renders the 
 eifetts of the medicine uncertain, —The ſame Author lays 
If, notwithſtanding theſe precautions, a ſalivation ſhoul 
come on, we know of no remedy which will remove it 
with any degree of certainty, although e camphire, 
and purgatives have been recommended for this purpoſe. 
I therefore the caſe be urgent, the beft way is to let it go 
on, uſing the mercurial ointment as before deſcribed.” * * 
8 think it much more ſafe to permit the gradual eva- 


* 


„ of mercury (after it has circulated ſome time, and 
ſubdued the virus) by one or other of the excretions, than 
to conſine it within the body by opiates or other means, 
to occaſion, hardneſs, fullneſs, and. acceleration f the : 
The ſaturation, or ſurcharge, of the ſyſtem with mercury is 
very hazardous, as it ſometimes terminates in a fatal diar- 
Thea. Surely it is moſt prude t to permit a little of the 
mercury to depart, and throw into the circulation ſuch a , 
proportion only, as may be altogether ſate and yet ſufficien 
to Keep up a gentle mercurial ſtimulus in the habit. 
Mercury and wine operate ſomewhat, alike upon the 
body. If a certain quantity of w of Þ drank, hardneſs 
fullneſs, and acceleration of the pulſe ill 


Will ſupetvene, ti 
at length in common an evacuation takes place; hen it 
does not, and the wine is retained there, like mercury ex- 
Ribited as an alterative) it excites feveriſh heat, and does 


CE the conſtitution much more injury than when it paſſes oft 
"ol Wadually by any ot-the ordinary evacuations. 
/  Thaveever found thoſe patients more eafily cured, who 


ere moſt fuſceptible of the mercurial ſtimulus. Let there 

be an affetion of the mouth and gums, (parts which, fron 
the leis irritability of their ſurfaces, are beſt calculated to 
endure friction) ànd an amendment of the complaint takes 
place, at leaſt, nine times in ten; the mercury will run off 
In general very ſoon if the procels is diſcontinued, Which 
it muſt, not be, but the tenderneis of the mouth is to be 
kept up to a certain degree, (according to the wy of 
the diſorder, and to prevent a relapſe) by the perſevering 
ule of the remedy in Pratt quantity, It is not the mere quan- 
tum of mercury, but the method of uſing it, which in my 
opinion is the chief circumſtance to be re ied on in the cure. 
T would certainly run the riſk, (if there was any) of not 
immediately curing, rather than expoſe my patient to the 
hazard of a largequantity of accumulated mercury, which, 


by its ſudden and violent deſcent, has ſo often proved fatal, 


